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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

(VIA CONFERENCE CALL DUE TO COVID-19) 

January 5, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., 

Martin Driggers (Attorney) 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Council Member Beulah Bolton 

 

Mayor John Campolong: We will continue to wait a few minutes for Kemp.  Has everyone had time 

to look over the minutes from the last minute?  If anyone has any discussion from the last meeting, I’d 

like to hear it.  Otherwise, I’d like to make a motion to approve the minutes. 

 

Motion to approve minutes by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, 

All in Favor. 

 

Motion to approve the Ordinance on Utilities (Ordinance read by Martin Driggers, Attorney) This 

ordinance belongs as an addition to Chapter 17, the Utilities Chapter Article II.  It has 3 items. The 

town having its water system is under obligation to the loan with USDA til 2040 requires its customers 

to use that through that time frame so that the loan will be provided for.  Any provisions of the Town 

of McBee where customers must be billed through the Town of McBee and the third item is if its going 

to be assigned or given to another entity it must be approved through a referendum of the town.  Its 

basically is an ordinance to help protect the water system based on a loan that the town is obligated to 

service. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Since we are now operating our own water system, we are under the 

guidelines of fulfilling our indebtedness to USDA.  Glenn Odom, I’m going to have to excuse you 

from this discussion since we are talking about the water system, but I would be glad to hear from any 

other council people. 

 

 

Attorney, Martin Driggers:  I meant to say that this is an ordinance, and this is a first reading so there 

will be opportunity for input and revision.  This isn’t put into effect immediately. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom:  Mayor, this is Glenn.  For the record, I would like to recuse myself 

from discussion or voting but I would like to call attention to Page 16 of the McBee Town Code, 

Letters E. After the introduction of Ordinance, any member of council or any town citizen or taxpayer 

therein may request a public hearing which shall be held at a time designated by town council prior to 

final adoption.  I am asking as a citizen, taxpayer for the public hearing on this ordinance.  I will refer 

that to Martin. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: Yes, I think that is correct.  A public hearing is something that is 

available for any ordinance before the council votes on it.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Is this just the first reading?  We are not going to vote today? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Yes, there should have been 2 pages provided. One is just an addition to 

the code of ordinances that has just what I read.  The second is where the council approved the 

ordinance and there are places to approve first, second and if there is a public hearing it would note 

that date.  But you will vote on a first reading today. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I don’t think I’m really understanding this.  Martin, can you 

explain to me in your own words what we are looking at.  

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: I don’t understand why the town would have to have a public 

hearing for the town control their own water. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Because its in the codes book.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: This is going to be an addendum to our ordinance under Chapter 17.  Any 

ordinance must be approved by council and also have a public hearing, specifically a second meeting 

be approved again to go into effect. Have I explained that correctly Martin? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: That is correct. Yes, I just wanted to answer your question Bea. 

Basically, the Town through some different litigation and some other circumstances has been able to 

re-establish their own water system. This puts into protection, I didn’t draft it, something that the 

council member wanted to put in mainly because the Town is obligated to 2040 to the USDA for a 

loan that was provided for this water system.  That’s the idea in mind that it would be more difficult to 

get out of that water system until the loan is paid off. 

 

 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton: When the loan was made, was the town the only source of water? 
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Martin Driggers, Attorney:  I am not sure of that.  You would have to ask the council members that 

might have some knowledge of that.  The USDA approved the Town to be the source of the loan and 

that’s all I know. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So, that being the case.  Is that why we are voting that we can only 

use the town water?  Are we trying to say we can’t vote for any other water company to be a part of 

providing our town water? Just lay it out for me. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  This ordinance as its proposed would say there would be no other 

provision of water but the town itself. Unless two circumstances, if there are other provisions it must 

be billed through the town and can’t be billed through another entity.  Two, if there is another entity to 

come in and bill itself it would be done through a referendum.  The town customers itself would have a 

opportunity to vote on that. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So that doesn’t have anything with who checks our water and 

makes sure its safe? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: This does not specifically address that.  That’s done through DHEC and 

Chesterfield County regulatory bodies.  It doesn’t specifically address that. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  But we are paying people to do that, Tisha, how much do we pay 

those people?  I think I have asked that before but I just want clarification. What is the name of the 

company that we pay to make sure its good water? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  We currently have that contracted with Oliver Environmental. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So this has nothing to do with Oliver Environmental and what they 

are doing? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  No, not from my understanding of it.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Let’s say Oliver right now is doing the testing for us and let’s say 

we think we should change and go out here and bid it out.  Do we have to go to the town and get the 

town to vote for a referendum to instead of the council voting for it?  (Reads third paragraph of 

proposed ordinance) So if we need to change people looking after the situation with the water?  Would 

we have to have a referendum.  Is that right Martin? 

 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I am not talking about providing water.  That’s a lot of money we 

are paying Oliver, we could get someone cheaper.  This doesn’t have anything to do with that. We 

wouldn’t need a referendum for that would we? 
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Martin Driggers, Attorney:  No, this would not address who tests the water just who provides the 

water. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  Martin, I’m talking about your 3rd paragraph on this ordinance 

here, the add on ordinance it says any future provision to sell or assign or contract out the Town of 

McBee’s water system.  Is that the whole system or just a portion of the business like we are doing 

with Oliver?  Do we need to have a referendum to change people to inspect our stuff?  

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  From the way I am reading this, no. We are talking about just providing 

water to the Town of McBee. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: No, I want a clarification on the third paragraph. Any future 

provision to sell or assign or contract out the Town of McBee water system shall be approved by a 

referendum.  We hired Oliver to help us run this system, they are not a provision to assign or sell or 

contract the water. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Oliver is just doing water testing and they are not running the water 

system. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: We need to re-word that in my opinion.  We need to put the word 

whole “whole water system”. That way if someone wants to buy the whole water system from McBee, 

that it will be a referendum from the town.  The council will be able to retain and run the system the 

way it should be run. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  This has nothing to do with the maintenance or running it.  This is a 

situation where if we just got rid of the complete water system it would be up to the customers.  As far 

as operating the system, we are operating, and we have been required under the regulations of DHEC.  

Even though for some time we have been getting water sourced from an outside entity.  This is 

something we must do and there may be a legal term if the water is ever sold or assigned. That gets 

more into legality.  The town has the permit to operate their water system and must be under the 

requirements and regulations of DHEC.  From about 7-8 years ago, DHEC has said that we need to 

operate by the guidelines, and we have done so.  But if the Town wants to sell the system, that is up to 

the customers.  They would have to vote in a referendum in order to do that. 

 

 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  Martin, on setting the rates, does council retain the ability to 

manage to operate the system and set the rates?  Does that need to be in there? As far as setting the 

rates, operating the system, I believe that needs to be left up to council.  I think in my opinion that 
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needs to be added to that.  If someone wants to come in and run the system, that needs to go before the 

citizens.  That’s only bill payers correct?  Does it say that? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  It says by the customers of the water system. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  By restricting the tax payers, not the ones paying the water bill. 

The water bills is kept separate from tax payers right?  You are trying to be able to pay off the loan 

with the USDA.  Is that the tax payers or the people who pays the bills? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  I believe its who services the system which is the customers but I’m not 

sure. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  We have another reading coming so you need to have the 

language correct.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: Can I answer that Kemp?  That’s why we have a Utility Account and  

General Account. We can not pay the loan from the General Account and you must pay the loan with 

the Utility account. The only one that pays that are the water customers.  If you notice in the first 

paragraph, it indicates we can not do anything til 2040 when the loan is paid off. Before 2020, 

someone could come in and they say we want to make a proposal to buy your water system, they 

would have to shave a million and a half off in order to fulfill a commitment that the Utility system has 

to the USDA. After that, then it would go to the water customers to say if they want to relinquish the 

ownership of the water system.  The monthly bill will be paid off just like it was when it started in 

2004, and it will be the same obligation to pay that until 2040 to pay back the USDA loan.  That is just 

the water customers only not the tax payers.  I think that Glenn recused himself rightfully.  He knows 

that it’s necessary you have a contingency fund with the Utility fund so that no tax payers money is 

used to pay the loan for the Utility Fund.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  Martin, will you check on what I asked about?  Will you check 

on the loan itself from USDA?  Is it the taxpayers or the customers responsible for the loan?  We need 

to read the fine print.  If so, we need to correct that.  We need to have another paragraph that the 

council is able to maintain and set the rates and operation of the system.  Especially the maintenance, 

its up to the council to do that and not the customers.  As far as setting the rates, that would be up to 

the council. 

 

 

 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The council is also responsible for operating the Utilities. 
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Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I think we need to spell out in article II what can be done and not 

be done by the council and who’s responsible for that. Going back to the loan, if it’s the taxpayers than 

it would be the voters.  If it is the customers, then I think its written correctly. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  When we started to assemble what we are doing with the water system, the 

only people affected are the water customers.  They are the ones paying the bills and should be the 

ones deciding what they want to do and not someone in left field.  They could come back to the 

council and make sure the rates are correct and that they have met their obligations.  I am proud to say 

that has been met in the 20 years I have been involved.  Martin, can we have a first reading vote? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  You can have the first reading vote and then we can make changes for 

the second.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  At this time I would ask for a vote on the first reading with the stipulations 

that have been made that require for this ordinance? 

 

Motion to vote on first reading of addition to Ordinance made by Mayor John Campolong. 

Second by Charlie Sutton, All in Favor.  (Council Member Glenn Odom- Recuse from Voting) 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  The second reading if its not correct, we can vote this down, is 

that correct?  We have to have a public hearing also correct. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Yes, that is correct. We have scheduled that yet.  We don’t have a date 

for the public hearing yet. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  This month? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Yes, probably this month. I think we have to wait at least 9 days. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: Martin, you are going to get the correct language in it first? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: Yes, I will circulate that with customers vs taxpayers. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  During this time we can chat back and forth about what we think 

is right or wrong and add or subtract on that. 

 

 

 

 

Reports from Council 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton: I am guessing this goes to Martin.  I am a little concerned that the 

people who won the election for the Town have not been installed yet in spite of the fact of the 

information we got that there was nothing found that was doing wrong.  I am beginning to see 

Trumpian behavior here.  I guess it maybe the Mayor, but who is the one responsible for installing 

these new people in office? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: The only way I know to answer that previously this has happened in 

McBee before and when we consulted with the Municipal Association, when there is an on-going 

contest that is appealed and other measures are still being taken and its not final that the swearing in 

does not take place until its final.  There is an order from the court, you are correct about who he said 

was to prevail which was Glenn for Mayor and the other members for the council members.  But the 

court has been asked to reconsider that and it has not happened yet. So its still in limbo. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  So they are asking for the same judge to reconsider it?  If he 

reconsiders it and comes up with the same judgement, are we going to keep going and going like 

idiots? In spite of what the court says, are we not going to instate them?  This is little ole McBee.   

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: I can just tell you whats been done previously.  The council doesn’t 

necessarily have to follow that. Before, we haven’t installed any new members.  This time may be 

different, I don’t know. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton: If the judge says the same thing, are they going to be installed? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Well that decision can be appealed.  Unfortunately, it has been to the 

supreme court before.  But basically it’s the council’s decision to swear in the new members.  If they 

decide its time to be done, then it can be done.  It just hasn’t been before. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  It seems to me if the court says its okay then it should be done.  So 

does the Mayor doing the swearing in or the Election Committee.  Are they completely done?  This is 

ridiculous. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:   Yes, the election commission job has been completed and now its gone 

into the hands of the courts.  But as far as when the decision is made to swear someone in that goes to 

the decision of the council. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I just hate to see it dragged out for no reason at all. I may be the 

only one on council that feels that way.  Apparently, we have to wait and see what the judge says by 

what you are saying. It’s just making us look ignorant as usual.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  We got everything on the Tennis Courts.  The nets we will put 

up the first of February.  The weather is going to be a little tough anyway. 
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Council Member Charlie Sutton:  Yes, did we get the check done for the fencing? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: Yes, they made it out to the farm.  They are supposed to cut it 

tomorrow.  They made it out to the farm and they have it corrected.  I don’t expect them to pay any of 

my bills up there at Town Hall.  They did a great job.  I think we were very fortunate and Mr. Kelly did 

a great job.  We appreciate him and if you see him with ABC fencing let him know we appreciate him. 

I also called Kirby Wayne and we are going to try to plan to get the lights down Wednesday and 

Thursday.  Friday the weather is supposed to be bad.  

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: I talked with William today and said that if he would get the truck, 

my guys will get it taken down tomorrow. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  Okay, that works.  That truck would probably be a little bit easier 

than Catoe’s but if you have it then I say let’s get it done. Thank you Charlie.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Does anyone else have any reports?  Glenn, do you have anything to 

report? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: No Sir, just wanted to wish everyone a Happy New Year. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom, 

All in Favor.  
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